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Proudly Presents... 

BOISE FERRET SHOW 2009!  

July 11th, 2009 ~ Ada County Boys and Girls Club - Garden City, Idaho 
WELCOME  to the registration packet of  the Boise Ferret Show! Funds 

raised from the show will benefit local shelters! We hope you will join us for fun, 

food, ferrets, and friendship. The raffles and auctions are not to be missed. 
 

INTRO:  

This packet includes all of the registration and show information you will need to enter show rings or 

participate in the ferret show! Read through the packet carefully if this is your first show. If there are 

any questions, you can email info@emmettferret.org or join the IdahoFerrets yahoo group to ask for 

help! Thank you considering showing your ferret at our show. All proceeds go to benefit ferret shel-

ters! 

WHY SHOW?:  

Attending a ferret show can be both a fun and an educational experience. The judging process and 

your ring results will help you learn about optimal ferret health and maintenance. Meeting with ferret 

owners from around the world, youôll have a chance to "compare notes" and learn the latest news, 

tips, and tricks. Shows provide an opportunity to discover local and regional shelters, breeders, 

clubs, and other organizations. Youôll have a chance to buy products you canôt find elsewhere and 

support ferret organizations in the process.  

CAN I SHOW MY FERRET?  

Yes! Everyone is welcome to attend ferret shows, and we encourage you to show your ferret. Fer-

rets do not need to have any particular background or pedigree to show (and win!). Whether your 

ferret came from a pet shop, private breeder, or shelter, your ferret can "be all he/she can be," re-

gardless of background. The only restrictions on showing are related to age and health that will be 

explained in this packet! 

AFA SANCTIONED CHAMPIONSHIP RINGS:  

 ń  Alter   ń  Breeder/Adolescent   ń  Companion 

2009 SPECIALTY SHOW RINGS OFFERED:   

ń  Albino/Dark-Eyed White  ń  Black Sable  ń  Blaze/Mutt/Panda   ń  Chocolate 

ń  Champagne/Cinnamon   ń  Mitt   ń  Physically Challenged ń  Point 

ń  Shelter/Rescue Jills     ń  Shelter/Rescue Hobs  ń  Super Senior   ń  Roan  

ń  Sable    ń  Black Mitt/Black Roan Mitt   
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BASIC SHOW INFO:  

Entries and Fees: The show is open to all ferrets that are between 16 weeks to 6 ı years of age. ALL 

ENTRIES MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER THAN June 12th. Please allow enough time for mail-in en-
tries to reach the Registration Coordinator. Please see the summary page for entry fees. 

 
Additions, Substitutions, and Changes: No entries will be received after the closing date. Substitutions af-
ter the closing date will only be allowed at the discretion of the Registration Coordinator. The closing reg-

istration date for this show is June 12th. This is important. We order a ribbon for each entry. To be sure 
we have enough for everyone, please be considerate on emailing or mailing your registration information. 

 

Show Time: Exhibitors must check in with the entry clerk between 7:30 AM and 8:15 AM for your entry 

numbers. We will verify that your ferrets are in the correct ring when you check in. 

 ń  Judging starts at 8:30 AM. 

 

Ferret Showgoers: Exhibitors must provide clean cages, clean bedding, litter, litter pans, fresh food and 
water for the ferrets. Please, no newspaper as bedding or wood chips as box/pan fillers. Please, no dirty 
water bottles, no rusted cages or rusty carriers. Remember your ferrets are judged mostly on your care. 

Also, no smoking is permitted in the show hall. 

This is a non-vetted show. 

 

WHAT YOU NEED TO REGISTER:  
 

  

 

The ferretôs name. Once you have entered your ferret in a show, please use the same name for future 

shows. Consistency is important. 

The ferretôs gender. Male ferrets are "hobs," and female ferrets are "jills." If your ferret is neutered/

spayed, then you have an altered hob or an altered jill. 

The ferretôs date of birth. Provide the month/day/year, if possible. If not, the month and year alone are 

acceptable. If you donôt know for sure, give it your best guess and use that same date for all future 

show entries. 

The color and pattern of your ferret. Photographs of some colors and patterns are available at http://

www.ferret.org/colorchart.htm. If you are uncertain, call the shelter or send a photo!  

Vaccination information. Your ferret must be vaccinated for rabies and canine distemper. Be sure to 

complete all the vaccination information as requested on the entry form. You do not need to send cop-

ies of your vaccination records with your entry; however, you will need to bring your records with you 

to the show in order to enter the show hall. 

 

Full name with prefixes. When entering a privately bred ferretôs full name, use the following format: The 

name of the ferretôs breeder + The ferretôs name + The name of your ferretry. For example, Fancy Fer-

retôs Bandit of Happy Ferret Farm. You may omit the breeder and/or your ferretry name if either is un-

known or not applicable. 

The ferretôs sire and dam. The name of the ferretôs father and mother entries. If you have a pet store 

ferret, just leave these fields blank. 

The breederôs name or ferretry. Provide the name of your ferretôs breeder and his/her ferretry. If you 

have a pet store ferret, just leave these fields blank. 
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HEALTH GUIDELINES:  
 
To ensure every ferret is and stays as healthy as they can. As with all events, we want to be 
aware that there are risks with bringing your ferret into public areas. To minimize these risks, 
we ask for some basic vaccination and testing to be done on each ferret. 
 

All ferrets entering the show hall for any reason must be between sixteen (16) weeks and the day of 
their sixth and a half (6 ı) birthday. 
All ferrets entering the show hall for any reason must be in good health and be free of parasites. 
Ferrets with stitches or any other medical or surgical conditions may not be entered in any classes. 
Please let these ferrets heal and bring them to the show next time. 
Ferrets that bite may be disqualified at the judgeôs discretion. 

 

REQUIRED VACCINATIONS:  
 

Date of vaccinations must be between: Dates of July 11, 2008 - July 9, 2009 

 
Canine Distemper: All ferrets entered in and/or for sale at the show must have been vaccinated 

for Canine Distemper. Accepted vaccinations will be Galaxy-D, Fervac-D and Purevax 

Ferret. For exhibitors who vaccinate their own ferrets, they must provide the label from the 

bottle for each ferret entering the show hall; For veterinarian vaccinated ferrets, the vaccination 
record must state the above listed approved vaccines, the date, and the serial number. 

(Be sure your paperwork says the type of vaccine i.e. Merial Purvax.) Be sure to talk with 

your vet about what you need! 

 

Rabies: IMRAB-3 is the only acceptable Rabies vaccination for ferrets. The veterinary certificate 
must state the name of the vaccine or the manufacturer (listing ferret rabies only cannot 

be accepted). 

 

Please provide your original documentation at check-in for entry into the show hall. 
 

ADV TESTING:  
All ferrets entering the show hall must provide proof of negative ADV (Aleutian's Disease 

Virus) testing between the dates of January 11th, 2009 - July 11th 2009. 

 

Allowed Tests: CEP test (blood ONLY) or the Avecon ELISA test (saliva ONLY) 
Results must be: 

1) on tester's original results letterhead 

2) testing date must be on the letter and within the stated period; 

3) ferret names must be on the testing results letter (names must match show entry). 
 

Avecon POCT instant tests are not acceptable. A letter from your vet is not acceptable. 
Faxes or copies are not acceptable. Please note that United is no longer doing ADV testing. 

 

 

 

When you arrive, you will be signing a statement that says no ferret you are bringing has ever 

had a positive ADV test and that there has not be a positive ADV ferret in your home in the 
last four months. 
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AFA BANNED BREEDERS AND FERRETS OF UNKNOWN  

LINEAGE SHOW POLICY  
 

Ferrets of unknown lineage are not permitted to show in the Breeder or Adolescent Title Classes. 

Any ferret bred by a breeder that is banned from showing by the AFA will be treated the same as a 
ferret of unknown lineage. Ferrets of unknown lineage and banned breeder ferrets can only show in 

the Alter title class once they meet the requirements for showing in that class. Ferrets of unknown 
lineage and banned breeder ferrets will be listed with no breeder prefix, no sire, no dam and no 
breeder in the show book. Any misrepresentation or omission of data pertaining to the breeder of a 

ferret or the breeder of a ferret's sire or dam is grounds for the individual(s) responsible for the 
offense to be banned. 

 

IMPORTANT DMK/OHIO RESCUE INFORMATION:  

DMK ferrets may participate in the Alter Championship class without listed Sire and Dams if 

they are 1-year old or older. This is a special clause made especially for the DMK Ohio Res-

cue ferret situation. List the breeder as McKids and leave the Sire and Dam - unknown. 

 

ADV WAIVER & AFA HEALTH STATEMENTS  

You will be required to sign a statement at check in to the effect that: 

No ferret that I am bringing with me into the show hall today has ever had a definitive positive test 
result on the CEP or Avecon ELISA saliva test (POCT and ELISA blood tests are not acceptable). 
If in the past 4 months a ferret from my household (shelter/facility/ferretry) has had a definitive positive 
test result on the CEP or Avecon ELISA saliva test (POCT and ELISA blood tests are not acceptable), 
I understand that all ferrets in the same household (shelter/facility/ferretry) are considered as being ex-
posed. I also understand that I can not show or bring any ferrets from said household into the show 
hall today, regardless of their testing status. I also understand that just because all ferrets in the show 
hall today have been tested for ADV within the six months prior to the show, that this is not a guaran-
tee of safety. I understand that the test is only as good as the day it was taken and I still need to prac-
tice SAFE FERRET habits at all times. 

 
Nails must be trimmed on all four paws and the ferrets must be free of parasites. Owners will be 

asked to remove from the show hall any ferret that appears to be ill. 
No stud service will be allowed in the show hall. No pregnant jills, no nursing jills, no jills that have 

been falsed and no jills in heat are allowed in the show hall. Nor will they be allowed to compete in 
the show rings. 

NO OTHER ANIMALS IN THE SHOW HALL, PLEASE!! 

 

POLICY ON ADULT FERRETS & KITS FOR SALE OR ADOPTION  

Anyone selling or adopting any ferret, kit or adult, must purchase a booth space. Absolutely no kits 

under the age of 16 weeks will be permitted to enter the show hall! Leave them home or in your 
hotel room. It is inappropriate to leave animals in vehicles. 

 

LIABILITY  
The American Ferret Association, Inc. (AFA) will not be responsible for any sickness or injury to any 

exhibitor, spectator, vendor or ferret, or any damage to equipment or personal property. Any incident 

related to the ferrets are the owner's responsibility. The AFA reserves the right to refuse entry or 

expel any individual, vendor or ferret. 



5 

GETTING READY FOR A SHOW:  

The following three factors will contribute heavily to your ferretôs health and appearance and 

therefore his show ring score: 
 

 Diet: Feed your ferrets a premium dry ferret food, and supplement it with cooked meat 

when possible. A ferretôs diet should contain a minimum of 32% protein and a minimum 

of 18% fat. Poultry and other meat products should comprise the first few ingredients 

listed on the bag. Corn and other grains should only appear further down in the list. 

 

 

 

 Exercise: Be sure that your ferrets have at least three to four hours to play and exercise 

outside of their cage every day. Exercise helps to build strong bones and muscles and is 

very important for your ferretôs social interaction needs. 

 

 Grooming: Every seven to ten days, you should trim your ferretôs nails, clean his ears, 

brush his fur, and brush his teeth. You should scale your ferretôs teeth every few months 

as needed or brush their teeth regularly to prevent tartar build-up, or you should have 

your veterinarian perform this service. 

 

PREPPING THE WEEK OF A SHOW:  

Nails: Two to three days before the show, trim your ferretôs nails. Trim the nails on all four 

feet. Clip them leaving approximately 1/16th to 1/8th inch of white past the quick, the pink 

part of the nail. By trimming them this far in advance, you give the freshly clipped nail 

edges a chance to smooth and round over. If the nails are still sharp on the day of the 

show, use a nail file to soften the edges. 

Teeth: Prevent tartar build-up on your ferretôs teeth by scaling them every few months as 

needed. Tartar most commonly appears on the top, rear molars. It appears as a yellow-

ish, greenish, or brownish stain. If you are not comfortable scaling your ferretôs teeth, ask 

your veterinarian to teach you to perform the procedure. You should scale your ferretôs 

teeth several days before the show to be sure that the gums are clean and healthy on the 

day of the event. 

Bathing: One or two days before the show, bathe your ferret with a ferret shampoo. De-

odorizers and/or perfumes are not recommended. When your ferret is dry, brush his coat 

to remove any remaining loose hair. Shortly before entering the ring, you may wish to 

brush her again. 

Ears: On the morning of the show and again before you enter the ring, clean your ferret's 

ears. Put a few drops of ear cleaning solution on a Q-tip. Gently swab the ear to remove 

the reddish brown wax from all of the little folds of the external ear. Clean carefully down 

into the ear canal, but be sure that you do not push wax into the canal. 
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SHOWING AT THE SHOW -- WHAT YOU NEED:  

For each ferret you are going to show, you will need to bring: 

Carrier: A small hard-shelled cat carrier. The smaller the better!  

Litterbox: A small litterbox or shoebox that fits inside the carrier. Be sure to 
remember litter. Tie the box down if you can. A small plastic sandwich con-
tainer works pretty well. 

Blanket or sleep sack: Bring a small blanket or sleep sack for each carrier your ferret will be in 
while they are judged. Please do not have hammocks in the carrier as it is hard for judges to get 
your ferret out. These should be clean and fresh.       

             
For each exhibitor (family) you will need: 

Small Cage: Youôll need something to keep your ferrets in while they are not 

being judged, so bring a small cage or larger carrier to keep them comfy until 
it is their time to show.  
Cage Bedding and supplies: Bring cage bedding in addition to your carrier 

bedding, A water bottle or bowl, a bowl of food and any other cage accessories. 
 

HOW JUDGING WORKS  

Carriers will be given a tag with a number representing your ferret. The numbers will be how 

you will know when you ferret is to be judged or when they are finished. Also, the number will 

be needed to claim a ribbon. The carriers should be clean and neat. 
 

Carrier showing is used to keep ferrets separate and safe while they are awaiting their turn to 
be judged. There is no need to parade a ferret around as if they were at a dog show, but 

instead it is less stressful for ferrets to be judged in the way cats are. 
 

 When a ring is called to begin, bring your numbered carrier up to the allotted place. 

 Judges will handle your ferret and assign a score. 
 When your number is called, you collect your carrier and the paperwork that shows their score. 

 Awards will be handed out shortly afterward. 

 

RULES AND SCORING  

This show will be conducted in accordance with AFA Show Rules & Standards. Standard 

score cards will be awarded to all ferrets in all title bearing classes and will be scored for AFA 
titles in all title bearing classes. Specialty Rings: Ribbons will be awarded for each entrant in 
each ring. Fun Events: Fun prizes will be awarded to the first, second, and third places in 

each event. 

 

AWARDS & TITLES  

Rosettes will be awarded in all rings for First through Tenth Place in the Championship and 

Companion Class Rings. Trophies and others awards will be given where offered, including 
Specialty rings and Premier classes. A 'Best in Show' trophy will be awarded to each of the 

following 3 groups: best alter, best breeder and best companion instead of one Best in Show award. 

The best in show for each class is the ferret that has the best average placement in the title 
bearing class rings. 

 
 

minus the cat! 
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TITLE BEARING CLASSES  

Date of Birth or Age is required for the following classes. If you do not know the exact date, the 

closest month and year is acceptable. Please record this date for future shows. Handicaps, such 

as but not limited to: unilateral or bilateral cryptorchid (in ferrets 12 months or over), missing 

limbs or other features, tails must be at least 2 inches in length, cataracts, extraneous digits or 

appendages are NOT allowed in animals entered in the Championship rings. Title classes will be 

limited to 20 entries per exhibitor family and 90 entries per title class. 

 

ADOLESCENT & BREEDER CLASS (Usually judged together) 

 

ADOLESCENT:  

All whole or late-alter ferrets 16 weeks to 12 months of age on date of show. Late spay/neuter 

adolescents will be judged with whole adolescents. Adolescents will not be judged against 

breeders, late alters or companions, but will receive separate scores based on each classôs 

critera 

 

BREEDER:  

All intact ferrets 1 year to 6 ı years as of the date of show. Breeders will not be judged against 

adolescents, late alters or companions. 

 

ALTER CLASS: 

All ferrets 1 year to 6 ı years as of the date of show who have been either spayed or neutered 

later in life (not pet store ferrets). Alters will not be judged against adolescents, companions or 

breeders. 

 

COMPANION CLASS:  

This class is open to all early altered (usually pet store) ferrets (Marshall Farm, Path Valley 

Farms, Real Canadian, etc.) 16 weeks to 6 ı years as of the date of show. All entrants must be 

early spay/neuters (before 12 weeks of age). Late altered ferrets are restricted from this class. 

Companions will not be judged against adolescents, late alters or breeders.  

 

 

FUN EVENTS:  
Fun Events will be posted and announced at specific times. Bring your ferret in your hands 

when called. Carriers will not be needed for fun events. If you have a very energetic ferret, 

please keep him/her on a harness and leash until it is his/her turn to participate. 
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SPECIALTY CLASSES: WHERE DOES YOUR FERRET BELONG?  

Specialty Rings: Many rings are judged based on color and patterns. Use the chart to help 

you figure out where you ferret belongs. Remember, very few ferrets fit the standard 100% -- 
if they did the shows wouldnôt be any fun. Match your ferret to the ring that is the closest and 

u have any question, email a picture to a person who has been to a show before, or us. 

1* Albino is absence of pigment (guard hairs will be white) and absence of pattern. 
2* A noticeable color difference exists between Cinnamons and Champagnes; Cinnamons will dis-

play a strong reddish cast to the guard hairs. Cinnamons are not as common as Champagnes. 
3* All entries in this line will be called Dark-eyed Whites or Dark-eyed White Patterns regardless of 

which other color is present. 
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HOW FERRETS ARE SCORED:  

Coat: For all colors and patterns, coat condition requirements are the same. The coat of a ferret 
should be shiny, smooth and soft to the touch. There is no preference between the summer 

(short) or the winter (long) coat. Both should be soft, supple and shiny, showing good 
health. A summer coat is much shorter than a winter coat and won't feel as soft and supple. 
There is no penalty for summer coats unless they are sparse, dry, brittle or overly coarse. 

Staining, dirt, excessive yellow or orange tones, matting or sparseness of the hair is undesirable. 

Excessive eye staining is undesirable. Marks and/or missing fur from collars, harnesses 
or rough play are undesirable. 

 

 
 

 

A Champagne Shelter Ferret. 
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SCORE SHEET FOR ADOLESCENTS, 
ALTERS AND BREEDERS 

 
Head 05 points 

Skeletal Frame 15 points 
Muscle Tone 10 points 

Color/Pattern 05 points 
Body Proportion 10 points 
Health and Maintenance 25 points 

Disposition 25 points 
Judgeôs Impression 05 points 

SCORE SHEET FOR COMPANION CLASS 

 

 

Head 05 points 
Skeletal Frame 10 points 

Muscle Tone 05 points 
Color/Pattern 05 points 

Body Proportion 10 points 

Health and Maintenance 30 points 
Disposition 30 points 
Judgeôs Impression 05 points 

HOW FERRETS ARE SCORED - CHAMPIONSHIP CLASSES  

HOW FERRETS ARE SCORED - SPECIALTY CLASSES 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IS CONFUSION SETTING IN?  

Donôt get discouraged. First read the charts to decide which ring your ferret will fit into. Fill out the entry 
sheet for each ferret and mark the boxes for each ring you want to enter. Try to enter your ferret in the 
ring they fit best in! A quick sheet is provided to help you after all the accommodation information. If you 

are still not sure, search the Internet for the color you think your ferret is. Is your ferret close? Go for that 

ring! 


